PRELUDE
Organ Prelude on The First Noel, arr. Daniel Berghout
https://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=Xy20dHjO47Y &feature=youtu.be

ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH Lighting of the Christ Candle
The prophet Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

The Vindication and Salvation of Zion

62 For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake | will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
2 The nations shall see your vindication,and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give.
3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS

*OPENING HYMN #250 - Once in Royal David’s City
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aw6ljpbOUaJ4

FIRST LESSON Genesis 3:8-15
God searches for humanity as they hide in their disobedience and foretells of one who will come

8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord
God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He said, “| heard the sound of you in the garden,
and | was afraid, because | was naked; and | hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom
you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and | ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman,
“What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and | ate.” 14 The Lord God said
to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.

15

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers;

he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”

SECOND LESSON Genesis 22:15-18


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xy2odHjO47Y&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aw6IjbOUaJ4

God promises Abraham that by his descendants all the nations of the earth shall obtain blessing.

15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, “By myself | have sworn,
says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 | will indeed
bless you, and | will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18 and by your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”

Carol # 196 — Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POaCWSqgWWTo

THIRD LESSON Isaiah 9:2-7
The prophet announces the birth of a king to a people in darkness. Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace

2
[a] The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POaCWSqWWTo

FOURTH LESSON Isaiah 11:1-4a
The king is coming and will usher in a reign of justice for the poor and peace for all of God’s creation.

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
4
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.

Carol #211 — O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
https://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=o0hZm-4DzHug

FIFTH LESSON Luke 1:26-35, 38
The angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will give birth to God’s promised Son whose kingdom
shall never end

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”[a] 29 But she was much perplexed by his
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?”[b] 35 The angel said to
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born[c] will be holy; he will be called Son of God.

SIXTH LESSON Luke 2:1-7

Jesus is born. In an ordinary way, into a sometimes cruel and unjust world.

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be
registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her
to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Carol #230 — O Little Town of Bethlehem
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABZkYBXvnPI



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ohZm-4DzHug
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABZkYBXvnPI

SEVENTH LESSON Luke 2:8-16
The angels of God announce the birth of the Messiah to farmhands

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,[a] the Lord. 12 This will be
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,[b] praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”[c]
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

EIGHTH LESSON Matthew 2:1-11
The wise men follow a star to find the child Jesus, the King of the Jews

2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men[a] from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising,[b] and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah[c] was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the
prophet:
6
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.”
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men[e] and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you
have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king,
they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,[f] until it stopped over the
place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped,[g] they were overwhelmed with joy. 11
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Carol #234 — O Come All Ye Faithful
https:/lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=SSDgapVwyD0

NINTH LESSON Luke 2: 21-40
Jesus recognized as the Messiah by Righteous and Devout humanity: Simeon and Anna

21 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given
by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

Jesus Is Presented in the Temple

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as
holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves or two young pigeons.”


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SSDgapVwyD0

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;[a] this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.[b] 27 Guided by the
Spirit, Simeon[c] came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what
was customary under the law, 28 Simeon[d] took him in his arms and praised God, saying,

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant[e] in peace, according to your word;

30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,

31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon([f]
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel,
and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will
pierce your own soul t00.”

36 There was also a prophet, Anna[g] the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age,
having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.
She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child[h] to all who were looking for the redemption of
Jerusalem.

The Return to Nazareth

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own
town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon
him.

Carol # 246 Joy to the World
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nC0I7D4a9nA

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING - Revelation 21: 1-5
God has been faithful!

21 Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the
sea was no more. 2 And | saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home[a] of God is among mortals.

He will dwell[b] with them;

they will be his peoples,[c]

and God himself will be with them;[d]

4

he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, | am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this,
for these words are trustworthy and true.”

*POSTLUDE
Marriott: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, from Joy! Three Christmas Postludes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Htdz5vNIi4



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nC0l7D4a9nA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Htdz5vNli4

